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He held an official employment under the Papal
Government, and he was moreover the compatriot
and friend of Count Rossi. It is no small praise to
him, and affords no trifling proof of his devotion to
art, that in spite of all this interruption to his usual
occupation he has since returned apparently with
fresh ardour to his former studies, and has produced
works from his chisel which are entirely worthy of
his earlier efforts. I have stated lately that during
the tumults in Rome the populace conducted them-
selves with more order than is usual in such cases.
I cannot therefore be supposed to be desirous
of alluding to acts of assassination and private
plunder with which the story of this time is too
much tarnished; but as these are now matters
of history, and as they have been reported and
commented upon by all the journals of Europe, I
shall not be doing my duty as an actual observer
on the spot at the time, if I did not relate what I
actually witnessed*
One day when I was working at one of my
statues, two English friends entered and said,
" Have you heard the news ?" I said that my
man tells me that Count Rossi has been assas-
sinated, but I do not believe it. They said to me,
" Pray, put on your coat and come out with us."
I did so, and arrived with them at the Corse,
where we found every house on each side with flags
and tapestry, purple and gold displayed in token